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XR. Joun GALE was born in Lon- 
A don the 26th day of May 1680. of 
which place his father was an emi- 
nent and worthy citizen, of good 
natural abilitys, and great integrity. 
FROM the firſt proofs he gave of his capa- 
city, his father devoted him to the great work 
of inſtructing mankind; and to fir him the 
better for it, ſpar'd no expence, to give him 
a generous and liberal education. While be 
was very young the good old man had a prol- 
i MY . ye 
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pect of a glorious harveſt, for his time was 


ipent almoit the reverſe of other youths, in 
an uncommon application to his ſtudys, in 


improving and adorning his mind with litera- 


ture, and in preſerving himſelf with the ſtricteſt 
care from every appearance of vice; by which 
methods ſo much knowledge and virtue being 
early thrown (if 1 may ſo expreſs my elf) 
into his mind, made both fit eaſily and grace- 
fully upon him ever after. 

Tos prepar'd he was ſent to Leyden in 


Holland, to finiſh his ſtudys, and perfect him- 


ſelf for the difficult province to which he was 
deſign'd. But ſoon after his arrival there, 
when he was little more than ſeventeen years 
of age, he receiv'd the melancholy news of 
his mother's death; upon which account, in 
a letter ſent to his father, he adminiſters to 
him the moſt rational and manly conſolations. 
And it might probably be owing to this miſ- 
fortune, that he made no longer ſtay at that 
univerſity, but choſe to return again to Eng- 


land, after this breach in the family, ſo ſoon 


as poſſibly he could accompliſh the principal 
end he had in view by going abroad, which 
was the ſtudy of philoſophy. For in leſs than 


two years, which he employ'd there with that 


uncommon application and force of genius, 
as furpris'd his tutors, he was honour'd by the 


univerſity of Z-ydez with the degrees of maſter 


of arts, and doctor of philoſophy ; an account 
of which promotion was ſent to his father by 
his profeſſor, wherein he pays him ſuch a 
compliment as I ſhould not have choſen to 


mention, 
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mention, had it not depended upon a bare re- 


| lation of fact. It has happen'd to no body, 
« ſays be, that I know of, to gain ſuch a 
„ knowledge of things which are to be tracd 

cout by natural reaſon, within the ſpace of 
« fifteen months and no more (which is all the 
« time your ſon has apply'd himſelf wholly 
to the ſtudy of philolophy) and thar before 
„the expiration of the nineteenth year of 
ce his age, as to be judg'd worthy to be adorryd 


«© with the higheſt honours in a ſolemn cere- 


% mony. God grant he may go on in the 


„ ſame pace he has begun, aud continue the 
fame aſſiduity and diligence to the end; that 


ſo he may become a moſt fit inſtrument to 
advance the glory of the name of the Lord, 
ce the furthering his own lalvation, and the 
* — —. good of his neighbours.“ 


Sign'd, V olfer aus 8 enguerdius. | 


Veo this occaſion, when he publiſh'd his 

_ theſis De ente ezuſque concept, dedicated ro 
his father, and his two uncles, Sir 7 oh and Sir 
Foſeph W olf; the famous Adrian Nelaud ſub- 


join'd a noble teſtimony of his worth in a La- 
tin panegyrick which ends thus, alluding to the 


Carteſians, whom he had abyays oppoſed. 
2 ince tuos hoſtes, S murus aheneus eſto, 
Vt referat laudes Anglica terra tuas. 
Summe Ens penfectum cæptis magis annuat 


ot ſacli noſtri lucida Halls . (iſtis, 
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To theſe teſtimonys I can't but add a third, 


which is yet more full and purticular. Tis 
from the oration of the learned Burcher de 


Holder, pronounc'd by him, when the doctor 
took his degrees in the moſt publick and ſo- 


lemn manner. If that be new ( /ays he) 
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which has not been done for many years, 
which no one of the. profeſſors in this uni- 
verſity hath ſeen in his time; then 'tis new 


to declare a doctor of philoſophy from this 


place; tho if you conſider the ceremonys 
with which this ſolemnity is perform'd, it 


appears antient. But IT wiſh the noble and 
very laudable defign of this candidate in 


proſecuting his ſtudys was a thing cuſtoma- 
ry; who, after he had apply*d his mind to 
them, thought it his buſineſs, not according 


to the new, but very bad method, to reſt ſa- 


tisfied with a flight and ſuperficial know- 


ledge of the liberal arts, but to look into 


their inmoſt receſſes, and to acquaint him- 


ſelf with what lay moſt conceal'd in thoſe of 
them which he convers'd with. Wherefore 
in the firſt place, with great labour he gain'd 


the knowledge of the tongues, that he might 


' afterward, with more eaſe and advantage, 
apply himſelf to the ſciences themſelves. 
For this purpoſe he not only carefully ſtu- 


dy'd the Latin tongue, but what in this age 


cis very rare and unuſual, the Greek and 
Hebrew. I ſay nothing of the Latin, in 
* which he has often ſpoke publickly at Lon- 
don, that famous city ; for you have heard 
with what elegance, propriety, and force 
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Dr. JohN GALE vii 
of perſuaſion, he commended the ſtudy of 
wiſdom, But I can by no means omit to 
obſerve, that he ſo apply'd himſelf to the 
Greek language, as not only to underſtand . 
it, but be able to declaim in it publickly. 
To theſe he added likewiſe the Hebrew, 
thinking the knowledge of the Greek in- 


ſufficient without this, and that he muſt de- 


pend upon the credit of others for the in- 
* one of the ſacred writings. Fur- 
niſh'd with theſe helps, he enter'd upon 
the ſtudy of philoſophy, being induc'd to 


it partly by the pleaſure which ariſes from 
inquirys into things obſcure; and partly by 


the advantage which thoſe ſtudys afford, 
both in life and other ſciences; and partly 
likewiſe as thinking it the beſt method to 
cultivate his mind, and diſpoſe it more rea- 
dily and clearly to diſtinguiſh truth from 


falſhood in every ſubject. And before he 


had purſued theſe ſtudys full two years, (ſee, 

Rech you, what penetration of mind, 
join'd with incredible diligence, is capable 
of performing !) he was willing to give ſome 
publick proof of his proficiency in them. 
„ Nor has he fail'd in the attempt; for 
both in his private and publick examinations 
he diſcover'd ſo acute a genius, and ſuch 


knowledge of things natural divine, and 


moral, that, agreeable to his great merit, 
the higheſt honours in philoſophy have been 
decreed to be conferr'd on him in a ſolemu 
manner, and according to antient cuſtom, ? 
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IT appears by this account, that it was 


thought no leſs ſtrange for a young man. of his 


ears, in ſo ſhort a time, to be ſo well quali- 
fied for that ſolemnity, and to go thro? it with 


ſo much reputation, than the thing ir ſelf was 


unuſual. Tho it may be conſider'd, that he 
was in a good degree maſter of the three learn- 
ed languages before he left England, and by 


that means was freed from thoſe embarraſ- 


ments, which too often attend them who want 
that adyantage, in their purſuit of rational 
ſtudys. But the whole oration of de Yolder 


is ſo excellent in its kind, and contains ſo par- 
ticular an account of the ſeveral parts of that 


ceremony, that for the entertainment of the 


curious, tis ſubjoin'd to the life. It was pub- 
liſh'd after his death, by the learned Boer haaue : 
and what renders it the more valuable, is this, 
that 'tis the only thing which was found a- 


mong his papers, corrected and fitted for the 


preis. 


Tus affair being finiſh'd, he went to Am- 


ſterdam, where he ſeveral times viſited the ce- 
lebrated M. Le Clerc; with whom he fix'd a 
correſpondence. 8 
Do his return to Exglaud, he purſu'd his 
ſtudys with equal ardour, and read over, with 
incredible application, the great models of an- 


tiquity. Hence his imagination was ſtor'd 
with all the fine images of the antients, and 


his judgment directed to produce theſe images, 


| when thoſe great maſters themſelves would 


have produc'd them. At the fame time he 
improy'd his knowledge in the oriental lan- 
| 1 guages, 
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guages, with the greateſt care and aſſiduity; 


by which means he gain'd a critical skill in the 
ſacred books of the old teſtament, and digeſted 
them thorowly in his mind. He alſo read over 


and confider'd the primitive writers of the 


chriſtian church, by which be contracted a 


juſt eſteem for them, neither approving the con- 


duct of thoſe who ſlight them, nor that of 
others who rely too much upon their autho- 
rity. PT 1 

3 he had been in England about four 
years, he receiv'd a letter from the univerſity 


of Leyden, offering him the degree of Docter 


in divinity, upon the condition of giving 
his aſſent to the articles of Dort; which he 
refus d, on account of that love of liberty 
which in his opinion made that univerſity pre- 
ferable to ſome others. 
SoME time after this there appear'd in pub- 


lick, An hiſtory of in faut-baptiſin, written by 


Mr. Wall miniſter of Shoreham in Kent, which 
was thought ſo ſerviceable to that cauſe, as to 
deſerve the thanks of both houſes of conyoca- 
tion. This the Doctor anſwer'd before he was 


twenty ſeven years of age, with ſo ſolid a judg- 


ment, ſuch extenſive learning, and ſo great 


moderation, that it gain'd him the eſteem and 


affection, not only of the antipædobaptiſts, 
but of all men of candour and learning on the 
oppoſite ſide. . 


Docrox M hitby, whoſe labours in the 


common ſervice of chriſtianity make him ad- 
mir'd and reverenc'd by all, ſpeaking of the 


practice of infant-baptiſm among the primitive 
1 chriſtians, 
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chriſtians, ſays, That Dr. Gals very lear- 
ned letters prove it to be doubtful and uncer- 


ce tain, whether that practice did conſtantly 


ce obtain.” 
Docror Votton, tho he writes expreſly 
againſt the Doctor in relation to the Zewz/h 


Talmud, ſays thus much of him: He ſeems 


& to be well acquainted with thoſe books, and 
« is a writer ſo well verſed in the arts of per- 
* ſuaſion, and his way of writing is generally 
« ſo very winning, that when I had undertaken 


eto treat of the true authority of this moſt 


& antient text of Jewiſh tradirions to us chriſ- 
« tians, I ſhould have been wanting to my ſub- 
“ ject, if I had not taken notice of what he had 
& ſaid upon theſe matters. 
MR. I hiſton, in his Treatiſè againſt Infant- 
baptiſm, confeſſes the firſt light he receiv'd in 


* 


that affair was from Doctor Garz's obſerva- 


tion upon the paſſage of Trenzus, which laid 


the foundation of what he wrote upon that 


{abject. 
AND as different ſtates and circumſtances 
of life are no bars to friendſhip, between 
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men of real goodneſs and ſolid learnng, the | 


Doctor was honour'd with the eſteem of very 
eminent and illuſtrious perſons, who adorn 


their ſeveral ſtations with uncommon virtaes. 


Among theſe were the Lord Chicf-juſtice of the 


Common pleas, now Lord Chancellor, and the 
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Dr. JohN GALE. . 
Right Reverend the preſent Biſhops of Sali 
bury aud Rocheſter, the laſt of whom will not 
be diſpleas'd, if I give his written teſtimony 
to the worth of this valuable man, for whom, 
as he expreſſes himſelf, he had ſo juſt an 
«« eſteem, on account of his good underſtand- 
ing, great learning, candour, and largeneſs 

« of mind.” 8 

TRE antients required to the forming their 
orators, that there ſhould be join'd to their 
general knowledge a particular application of 
it to the laws and conſtitutions of that people, 
whom they were to perſuade or reform. The 
doctor therefore, being to inſtruct thoſe, who 
profeſs to live by the laws and conſtitutions of 
Chriſt our great Lawgiver, continu'd to apply 
his learning to the gaining a more perfect 
knowledge in the ſacred laws of our religion: 
and hence he was furniſh'd with the ſublimeſt 
ſubjects for eloquence. Nothing, he thought, 
could give the mind a nobler {cope than to re- 
fleet upon the nature of the firſt Cauſe of all 
things, the liberry of man, our redemption 
from fin, the immortality of the ſoul, the re- 
{urrection of the body, and the final judgment, 
with the other topicks of the chriſtian inſtitu- 
tion. 15 „ „ oy 
Thus mature in knowledge, and prepar'd 
for his maſter's ſervice, he began ſtaredly to 
preach about the thirty fifth year of his age, 
poſſeſs'd of a heart glowing with humanity, 
and diſpos'd to ſacrifice every private view to 
that molt glorious one, of promoting the e- 
ternal intereſt of mankind. This pleaſing work 


he 


xii L 


he purſued with unweary'd diligence and inte- 


grity, preaching the word, as the apoſtle di- 


rects, in ſenaſon, and out 0 


ing, and doctriue, reſolving firmly to regard 


no man in the diſcharge of his duty. He 


ſtood too much in awe of his great Maſter, to 
fear or know any man, or to be ſway'd by any 
worldly conſiderations. He believed firmly 
that he muſt render an account of his conduct 
at the day of judgment, and wiſely reſolv'd fo 
to act, as that he might do it with rejoicing. 

HE was equally qualify'd both to teach 
and perſuade. His ſtyle was eaſy and natural, 
his expreſſions ſtrong and lively, his reaſo- 


nings clear and convincing. He had almoſt 


an irreſiſtible power over the paſſions, which 
he uſed agreeably to reaſon, and to the nature 
and importance of the ſubject. Who would 
not love God, when what may be known of 
the ſupreme Being was deſcribed by him ? 
When he maintain'd and -vindicated human 
freedom, fate and neceſſity ſeem'd to vaniſh 
before him. How gloomy does he make the 
vale of death appear, and how glorious the 
reſurrection from that ſtate of darkneſs, and 
the reuniting for ever the immortal ſpirit to 
the unchangeable body! How awful does he 


draw the laſt tribunal, when the Son of God 


array'd with the glory of his Father, ſhall come 
to render to every man according to his 
works! ; Ft, 


Tux grand principle which he endeavour'd 


to root the deepeſt, and cultivate with the 
| | _ greateſt 


F ſeaſon, reproving,” 
rebuking, and exhorting with all long ſuffer- 
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Dr. JohN GALE. xili 
greateſt care in his own mind, as well as in the 
minds of his hearers, was that of ſincerity, 
upon which he thought our happineſs or miſery 
in a future ſtate will depend. He therefore 
conſider'd that this would be of the higheſt 
importance, when many of the acquirements 
we here gain one above another will fade and 
wither away ; which made him very humble, 
notwithſtanding his great abilitys. This alſo 
diſpos'd him to judge charitably of thoſe who 


differ'd from his ſentiments; and to be very 


diligent in his inquirys after truth. His em- 
bracing the doctrine of the Trinity was one 
effect of this; for he did not run into this 
belief from any prejudices of education, or 
biaſs put upon his mind in his youth ; having 
been early introduc'd into the converſation of 


_ thoſe who examin'd the ſeveral doctrines of 


the chriſtian revelation with the utmoſt free- 
dom, amongſt whom were ſome (foreigners as 
well as others) of the firſt rank for learning and 
abilitys. 1 : 
SOME time before his death the Doctor had 


form'd a very great and uſeful deſign ; which 


he had fo far prepar'd to execute, that he had 
drawn up tke introduction to it, which I will 
ſet down in his own words. . | 


„IAM now about to begin an expoſition 
of the new teſtament, and deſign (if God 
in his boundleſs goodneſs ſhall give me life 
and abiliry) to go thro? the whole with as 
much brevity as the nature of the thing will 
| con- 
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*+* ſent to give you a ſhort model of my de- 
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proſecution of it. Now my chief view is not 
to engage you in any particular ſet of opi- 
nions, or to enſlave your minds to any man's 
private interpretation of the ſcripture, by 
dreſſing them to advantage, and concealing 
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this indeed is commonly thought warrantable 
enough; but truth needs no ſuch artifices, 
but diſdains to trick men unwarily into the 
belief or knowledge of it. Beſides, fince we 


«& 


«+ 
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are too ſenſibly convinc'd how liable we are 


cc 


all to error and miſtake, we by this artificial 
« way deprive our ſelves of the aſſiſtance of o- 
ther men for the diſcovery of the truth; and 
„ when we are in an error our ſelves, do all 
we can to cover others with the ſame dark- 


** neſs, and if our endeavours were ſucceſsful, we 


* ſhould effectually deprive them of any poſſi- 
e bility of being —— inform'd. I am very 
*+« ſenſible what poor ſhort- ſighted creatures we 
„are, and therefore will endeavour not to e- 
ſpouſe any particular opinion or interpreta- 


40 
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% may any way contribute to blind or obſcure 
* my own mind, or deceive you. But my 


«+ whole aim ſhall be to lay before you the 


«« moſt ſacred and awful rule of our faith and 
practice, without any partial diſguiſes, and 
| 5 . 4 0 


conveniently admit. To engage your moſt 
diligent attention, and to help your memory, 
and thereby render theſe lectures the more 
uſeful, I think it may be very proper at pre- 


ſign, and the method I intend to take in the | 


or miſrepreſenting what is ſaid by others: 


tion, or urge any with that warmth which 
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« to the utmoſt of my power aſſiſt you in 
opening your minds, to receive and own 
« thoſe great truths which are able to make 
« you Wiſe unto ſalvation ; that you may, 
« upon a mature and due conſideration of 
“ things, judge for your ſelves, with all that 
« juſt liberty and true freedom of thought, 
4 which ſo well becomes all men, and is the 
« indiſpenſable duty of every chriſtian, and 
« upon which 'tis the peculiar glory of the 
ec chriſtian religion to have ſpread it ſelf thro? 
the whole world. To build your faith on the 
„ ſenſe and authority of great men, is giving 
up your ſouls intirely to them, and to be- 
“ lieve in them, and not in Chriſt ; as pee- 
« viſhly and haſtily to paſs judgment, or take 
© upan o_ without hearing, and diligent- 
= © ly weighing what others ſay, is ſetting up 
4 a very dangerous ignorant idol in your own 
« minds, and paying divine honour and wor- 
&« ſhip to the vain deluſion. Beſides, tis the 
te higheſt affront and indignity that can be pur 
« upon God and Chriſt, to deal ſo careleſly 
4 and diſreſpectfully with thoſe holy books, 
« as if we would boldly deſpiſe and trample 
_ © upon all the ſacred doctrines which the Son 
“ of God himſelf came down from heaven 
« to teach us, and that purely for our good. 
© Since then the extremes on both ſides are 
© ſo very dangerous, it highly concerns every 
c private chriſtian to proceed in affairs of ſuch 
& great moment, with the utmoſt caution, 
“and calmneſs of mind, with great ſincerity 
s and impartiality. ; for the ſcripture 2 
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ſuch things as are undoubtedly, to every one 
of you, matters of the laſt concern. On 
your conſcientious obedience to this rule 
your eternal welfare depends, and by this * 
you ſhall be judged. NY 

« To give you what help I can in this very 
important buſineſs, I intend to take this as the 
moſt proper method for your aſſiſtance and 


inſtruction. I will take in order entire por- 


tions of ſcripture, which comprehend a full 
and complete ſenſe. This I would, if it 
were proper, read to you in the original 
language; but that not being convenient, 
I ſhall read the common verſion, and conſi- 


der it carefully, comparing it with the pa- 1 


rallel places where the ſame thing is handled, 
the ſame words or phraſes us'd, or any thin 

which may give light; and ſhall conſult alſo 
the ſeveral opinions of learned men, with 


the reaſons on which they build; and com- 
pare the antient verſions in the learned lan- 


guages, together with the interpretations of 
the firſt chriſtians, and ſuch remarks from 
the antient hiſtorians, and ſuch accounts of 


the Jewiſh and Greek antiquitys, as may 


give us any light, at this diſtance from the 
time and place wherein the ſcriptures were 
at firſt written. After having thus examin'd 
every thing which may ſeem to need exami- 
nation ; from the whole I will endeavour to 


give a very impartial and unbyalis'd tranſla- 


* James ii. 12, compar'd with chap, i. 25. 
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by thoſe whoſe names they bear, and ſuch 
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tion and paraphraſe, and herein draw out and 
make ſome rules and maxims for the conduct 
of life, in order to faſten all upon your minds; 


40 


and leave it to your ſerious and diligent con- 


ſider ation „ 1 * 
3 BRFORE Ido this, I ſhall in general prove 


BB... 


the truth of the chriſtian rule. This com- 
prehends, 1. that the books were written 


as could not but know whether what they 
writ was true or not. 2. They could not 
deſign to impoſe upon us. And ] will ſettle 
the authority of each book juſt before I en- 
ter upon the expoſition of it. D 
x may, perhaps, be objected by ſome, 

that in the courſe of theſe lectures there muſt 
be ſeveral things ſaid not fit for common 
auditorys; but ſince it is neceſſary to ren- 
der the ſcriptures intelligible to all, what- 


ever is neceſſary to this end muſt not be o- 
mirted upon this pretence, that theſe things 
are unfit for common. auditorys, 2. e. not 


to be eaſily underſtood by common audi- 


.c6 


torys, becauſe people do ſo rarely, if at al 
hear them talk d of: By treating theſe mo 


difficult matters frequently, they will be- 


come familiar to all; all things, even the 
moſt neceſſary, are ſtrange, and diſtaſteful, 
and hard to underſtand at firſt. In the 
ſchools men are made acquainted with the 


moſt difficult matters, by being frequently 


entertain'd with them, and having them re- 
peated over and over again. 


lr a * AND 


, The LIFE of 
AND * is deſtroy ing and cutting up by 


great 4 rambated to the mean and deſpis d. To 


«the very roots hereſy and ſchiſm, atheiſm, 
*© irreligion, and profaneneſs, and all error and 


«| miſtake, as far as it can be hop'd for in this 


* 


— 


imperfect ſtate of men; for tis reſer vd for 
e the life to come to be perfect, when all error 
and miſtake ſhall be done away for ever.? 


TREõ E publick qualifications, join'd to his 
dente virtues, his living what he taught, and 


not barely recommending virtue to the practice 


of others, gain'd him a general eſteem; for he 


was not leis amiable, nor did he a appear to leſs 


advantage, in his neee chan/ inchs range 
Character. =, [1 

As to his perſon ; his countenance ce-expreſs'd | 
the innocence; : as well as greatneſs; of his ſoul; 


It had nothing of that perplexity, which a con- 
fagd or a vitious mind often throws upon the 


face; but always appear'd with that ſweet 
calm, which ſprings from inward. peace, and 


ſatisfaction of mind. He was rather tall: than 
otherwiſe, and had a manly gracefulneſs, EXE 
ceeded by nothing bur his ne in adorn- 
ing it. 

84. . was with this 9 
ſweetneſs and candour; and he was ſuch a 
companion as a wile man would wiſh for, 
retrenching all uſeleſs diſcourſe, and faying 
much in a few words. He was affable and 
courteous to all. He conſider'd that poverty 


made the heart tender, and a _ to feel neglect; 


and therefore thro? fear of offending, he thew'd 


the 


thi 


Dr. Joun Gat: ®, - 


the ignorant he, would appear to know no more, 
than would inſtruct them. With the afflicted: 
he would ſympathize, | the indigent he would 
aſſiſt, as far as he was able, and  Provoke, the. 
wealthy to be rich in good works. | 
| A THOROUGH knowledge of. nature, join d 
to that of religion, fill'd his mind with gene- 
rous and noble principles, and gave him that 
frankneſs and openneſs of heart ſo neceſſary 
to complete a good and amiable character. 
No man was ever more ready to do good, 
from more exalted views, than himſelf; his 
whole ſoul was taken up with a ſtrong defire 
of infuſing into men a love of God, and of 
virtue. Hence I have known him expreſs more 
concern, upon reflecting on the ways of men, 
and the fearful conſequences of their vices, 
than upon any other ſubject whatſoever. 
+ When I look upon men's behaviour, (be. 
* once ſaid) I imagine eternity, a thing to 
« be trifled with; but when I look upon e- 
eternity, the behaviour of men aſtoniſhes 
Cc me.” | 
Hex was maſter of a ſolid * founded 
on concluſions drawn from the reaſon, nature, 
and order of things; and which, ſtrengthen'd 
by reveaPd religion, made him proof againſt 
corruption and vice, and led him to the prac- 
tice of every virtue. From this root ſprung „ 
his piety to God, his juſtice and charity to-; 
wards men, his affabiliry, and forgiveneſs of lf 
injurys, his temperance and remarkable humi- | 
lity, his meeknels in proſperity, and his pa- 4 
tience in adverſity. To ſum up all, in four- 1 
a 2 | teen 


[ 


„ The LIFEof 


teen years intimate converſe with him, I never 


| knew him maſter'd by anger, or diſturb'd by 
any irregular paſſions He had been long usd 


ro ſubje& himſelf to reaſon, and vice appear'd 
to him the hardeſt maſter a man could ſerve; 
his virtues were built upon a rock, and nothing 
could ſhake or remove them. 


BEFORE I come to the cloſe of the life of 


this great and valuable man, it will be neceſſa- 
ry for me, as far as can be collected from his 
papers, to give ſome account of the deſigns 


uſeful ro others, as well as honourable to him - 


ſelf, which he had in view, and in ſome of 
which he made a conſiderable progreſs ; ſuch 
as making the knowledge of the oriental lan- 
guages more eaſily acquir'd; of giving to the 


world a tranſlation of the ſeptuagint, accord- 


ing to the edition publiſh'd by doctor Grabe 
at Oxford ; as alſo an hiſtory of the notion 
of original ſin, wherein he intended to trace 


that opinion from its firſt riſe, and to have 


ſhewn upon how little ground a God of infi- 
nite goodneſs and juſtice has been repreſented 
as doing that, which a good and wiſe man 
would have abhorred. 1 

Ar this time, about twelve years diſtance 
from the publication of the Doctor's reflecti- 
ons on the H:/tory of infaut- bapti in, Mr. Wall 
publiſſi'd his Defence, for which he had the 
degree of doctor in divinity conferr'd upon 
him by the univerſity of Oxford. The opi- 
nion which doctor Gale had of this performance 


will be beſt known from a letter which he ſent 


to his father, wherein he thus expreſſes him- 


fel: 


a K K mim, 


e . oe a 


Dr. Jon GALE. 


ſelf: © Dr. Wall has written A defence of 


« his Hiſtory of infant-baptiſm, in which he 
« has treated me very roughly, and has en- 


e deavour'd to enrage the clergy, as well as 
« our own people, againſt me; beſides which 
« there appears not to be much in his book; 
c 1 J am preparing an anſwer, which, 
c 80 5 | | 

Bur theſe, and all his other great deſigns, 
were interrupted by a ſlow feaver, which ſeiz'd 


him in the forty firſt year of his age, and in 


about three weeks carry'd him into a new and 
never-ending ſcene of action; all which time 
he bore his ſickneſs with that calmneſs and pa- 
tience, which became a man who firmly be- 


 liev'd the ſuperintendence of a good and wiſe 
God, to whoſe providence he always reſign'd 


himſelf, and his affairs. NE 
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mY oa 
Novis ANTIQUIS 


ſcientias difficiles & abſtruſas, hu- 


. * Wb manum vero ingenium fragile & 


tur. quotquot ſeſe ſcientiis excolendis tradi- 


| derunt. Nec minus tamen iidem, obliti hu- 


jus juſtiſſime querelz ſuæ, quaſi in ſolis ſci- 
_ entiis non ſatis magnus eſſet labor, multas. 
præterquam quas res ipla habet, moleſtias 
extrinſecus accerſunt, aliaque & alia, quæ 
facile evitare poſſent, ſcientiarum & artium 
incrementis ponunt obſtacula. Plura id ge- 
nus enumerare in proclivi foret; ſed cum 


occaſio, qua hunc in locum conſcendi, bre- 
viter ut dicam, efflagitet, unum de multis 
ex cerpam. 


"I RTEM longam, vitam ene 5 


imbecillum, uno ore conquerun- 
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excerpam, quod cum vanitatis manifeſtiſſimum 


fir, oratione facile debellari poteſt, reipſa, ve. 


reor, an unquam poterit. Eſt autem illud, 
quod ſæpius ſcientiarum progreſſibus impedi- 
mento fuit, ſæpius erit, una ex parte, antiqui. 
ratis ſtudium, ex altera novitatis amor. Ete- 
nim nunquam defuere, qui ut ſibi perſuaſerunt, 


ita aliis perſuadere conantur, tantum non om- 


nem in veterum monumentis ſapientiam conti- 
neri; antiquis, utpote longo uſu confirmatis, 
tuto credi, periculoſam, ne quid gravius dicam, 
eſſe novitatem. Alii non minus cæco impe- 
tu avide arripiunt, quæcunque novitatis qua- 


dam ſpecie ipſis adblandiuntur. Cujus utriuſ- Þ 


que judiciine, dicam, an inſipientiæ ea vis eſt. 
ut nulla unquam inter ſcientiarum cultores ex- 
arſerit vehementior contentio, quin alter alteri 
objecerit, vel nimiam antiqui venerationem, 
vel nimium novandi pruritum. Imo de his 
utplurimum decertatur vehementius, quam de 


rei veritate. Stultè & ineptè! Nemo negat. 


Sed utut hæc ſtulta & inepta ſint, attamen 
jemper in uſum revocata ſunt, & revocabuntur 


ſemper, quamdiu iiſdem, quibus & eſt, & ſem- 


per fait, proprietatibus obnoxium erit huma- 
num genus. Et ſane mirari ſubit, qui fiat, ut 
ineptiſſima hæc, & quæ talia eſſe extra conten- 
tionis fervorem nemo non agnoſcit, in ipſo 
nihilominus certamine, inculcentur identidem, 
&, quod mirandum magis accidit, inculcentur 


cum fructu. Qua de re licet vix quicquam 


dici queat, quod non dictum ſit millies, dicam 


tamen, &, ſi nihil dixero novi, placebo forte 


iis, qui omnia nova odio habent; iis vero, 


qui 


„„ ok at feed eh a, 


qui ea impotenter depereunt, eo diſplicebo 
minus, quod de re, de qua copioſiſſime dici 
poteſt, dicturus ſum quam breviſſime, quod 
unicum forte in ſermone meo erit novum, nec, 
ut auguror, vel ſuperſtitioſiſſimis antiqui fauto- 
ribus ingratum. i 
In ſcientiis ſolam veritatem ſpectandam una- 
nimi conſenſione fatentur omnes, qui ſacris his 
tractandis ſe applicant. Nec mirum. Quid e- 
nim evidentius? Agitur ſiquidem in illis de 
cognoſcenda rerum natura, quæ cum hominum 
ſive veterum, ſive recentiorum auctoritate nihil 
prorſus habet commercii. Scire quid alii ſenſe- 
rint, memoriæ eſt, quid ſentiendum fir, ingenii, 
judicii. Hoc autem tum demum ſcimus, cum 
verum ex certiſſimis principiis neceſſaria conſe- 
gquentia deduxerimus. Neque multum refert, u- 
trum hanc veri notitiam ab aliis hauſerimus, an 
ñZnobiſmet ipſis debeamus. Ipſa ſiquidem percep- 
tione veritatem noſtram facimus; noſtraque 
illa ſcientia eſt, quæ rite percepta mentem no- 
EF ftram ſua luce illuſtrat, noſque veri veros facit 6 
dominos. Qui ab alio rem accepit, nec eam | 
propria meditatione ſibi vindicat, poſſidet eam 
non meliore certe jure, quam qui dedit; imo 
multo pejori, quoniam, dum auctoritati fidit, 
i nihil habet in ſe ſcientiæ, cujus alterum com- 
qZ;potem eſſe nil vetat. Ille demum veri & juſtus 
bpoſſeſſor,. & legitimus dominus eſt, qui illud 
ex primis mente ſua eruens, deducens, funda- 5 


| mentis ſuum facit, jure quo quid optimo. Le-t- | 
S gerit quiſpiam Euclidis elementa, fidem habeat | 
„ illius propoſitionibus. Hoc ſi faciat, quia eas 

| veras novit, quia earum nexum cum primis axio- [1 


| N mat is 
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matis evidenter perſpexit, æque eas novit, ac 
qui invenit primus. Ille hac ſua ſcientia capax 
eſt eam promovendi magis magiſque, edoctus fi. 
quidem eſt, qua methodo mens utatur, ut abſ- 
que erroris periculo alia ex aliis deducat quam 
certiſſime. Sin vero ea perfunctorie inſpexerit, 


abſque illa attentione, quæ ad verum percipien- 
dum requiritur; iiſdemque aſſentiatur, ut fit, 
quia apud omnes habentur pro veris;; ille nec 


veritatem novit, nec in eam inquirendi rationem 
veram, adeoque utut forte fortuna non fallatur, 
certus nequaquam eſt ſe non falli; nec aptus 
ut vera, quam ſcilicet percepit, ratiocinandi 


via ad ſcientiæ ulterius progrediatur incremen- 


„„ | 


Cum itaque in ſcientiis omnis inquiſitio de eo 


fit, quid rei naturæ congruat, quid ratio doceat. 


qua, quæſo, fronte in rationem inducentur vel 


nova vel antiqua? Eritne ullus hominum tam 
inſipidus, ut omnes veterum opiniones veras 


reputet? Nemo equidem. Et quid ſi hoc 
foret? Eritne ullus, hoc namque inſuper re- 
quiritur, ut rejiciantur nova, quia ſunt nova, 


tam imperitus rerum, ut aſſeverare non dubitet, 


ſcientiis veterum nihil poſſe adjici, quod ſi- 


mul & novum ſit & verum? Nemo, cui vel 
tantillulum ſit ſanæ mentis. Nec ab altera par- 
te ullus, credo, in venietur tam invenuſtus, tam 


excors, ſibi ut perſuadeat, nihil veri vidiſſe 


antiquos, nihil recentiores PR falſi; 
quorum utrumque locum ut habeat neceſſum 
eſt, ſi condemnationi antiquitas, approbationi 


novitas ſufficeret. 


Enimvero 


"A GGW De 
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Enimvero lubentiſſime tam ab his, quam ab 
illis quæſitum velim, primo, an non ea, quæ 
nunc habentur antiquiſſima, fuerint aliquando 
nova; & an non illa, quæ nunc maxime nova 
ſunt, temporis tractu fieri queant antiqua. Hæc 


igitur, quæ jam propter vetuſtatem ſuſpicimus, 
merito, ſi nulla novis habenda fides, rejici de- 


buerunt, cum primum prolata ſunt; & quæ 
nunc demum proferuntur, ſi aſſumenda, quia 


nova, rejici debebunt neceſſario poſt aliquot 
ſecula eo ipſo, quod vetera. Quo quid abſur- 
dius in ſcientiis, quæ æternis conflantur ex 


veritatibus, effingi poteſt? Indubitatum ſiqui- 
dem eſt, quæ vel ſemel rejici jure potuerunt. 


nunquam jure poſſe aſſumi, & quæ vel ſemel 
jure aſſumta ſunt, nunquam jure poſſe rejici. 
Dein & alterum quoeram, num aut hi aut illi 


cenſeant, eam vel in temporibus, vel in homi- 


num ſive ingenio, ſive judicio, ſive denique ſa- 


gacitate & induſtria differentiam eſſe, quæ me- 


rito tantum, quantum ponunt, diſcriminis in- 
ter antiqua & nova faciat dogmata. Tempus 
equidem æque falſa ac vera confirmat, quod 


multis in promtu eſſet oſtendere, niſi præſentis 


temporis vetarent anguſtiæ. Idem autem eſt 
humanum genus, iiſdem dotibus, virtutibus, vi- 


tiique obnoxium, quibus fuit ſemper. De 
recentioribus, licet uſu rerum inſtructiores vi- 


deantur, non eſt quod multus ſim, tum quia 


nova non ſolent auctoritate ſua veritati office- 
re; tum quia res ipſa clamat, quam inſulſa, quam 


ab omni ratione aliena, pro veris quotidie ven- 


ditentur. Nec dubito, quin idem factum fuerit 
antiquiſſimis temporibus, quibus negari pro- 


fecto 


OR TO „ 
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fecto nequit, vaniſſimas artes, putidiſſimoſque 


errores regnum obtinuiſſe. Exempla ſi petas, 


quid in ultima antiquitate aſtrologia honora- 
tius? quid eadem illa veſanius? Quid idolola- 


tria turpius? quid eadem apud omnes gentes 
antiquius? Quis ergo perſuadeat ulli, qui non 


prorſus ſit obelæ naris, hos, qui in maximi mo- 
menti rebus tam ſtolide deſipuerint, in ſcientiis 


tam cernere acutum, quam aut aquila, aut ſer- 
pens Epidaurius? 1 _— 


Quod ſi vel maxime mihi conſtitutum foret, 


{equi vel antiquos vel rccentiores, qui, quæſo, 
poſſim? Si aut hi aut illi inter fe conſentirent, 
facilis eſſet ratio. Nunc & recentiores de re- 
rum veritate inter ſe contendunt, & antiqui 


non minus; in varias toto cœlo a ſe invicem 


diſcrepantes, & magna ſectatorum multitudine 
illuſtres, abierunt ſectas. Inquiramne ergo, 


quid in his maxime vel antiquum vel novum 


fit, hoc ut ſequar; an vero rectius nullam in 
veri indagine novi aut antiqui, unice veri ſub- 
ducam rationem ? Certus nihil unquam tam 
verum, nihil tam ſanctum fuiſſe, cui non fuerit 
aliquando objecta hæc novitatis calumnia. Ipſa 


Chriſtiana religio hanc experta eſt ſortem; 


eademque priori ſeculo a ſordibus, quas ſenſim 


induxerat antiquitus revocata ſuperſtitio, pur- 


gata vix aliis armis apud eos, qui rerum potie- 
bantur, oppugnata fuit, & oppugnatur adhuc 


dum, quam ſolo hoc novitatis crimine. Quod 


cum tam manifeſte injuſtum ſit, putabit forte 
quiſpiam, neminem unquam fore, qui opinio- 
nem condemnet, quia nova, ſed quia pernici- 
ola. Utinam ita foret! Id unum ergo agatur, 
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K R Ab {ÞF: :þ Opt 57 ixmani 
num id, de quo quæritur, pernicioſum fit nec 
ne, nec novitatis ulla fiat mentio. Si conſtet 
opinionem pernicioſam, hoc eſt, falſam eſſe, 


vera quippe pernicioſa eſſe nequit, nec ulla 


ſcientiis; præterquam ex falſo, pernicies, quo 
minus rejiciatur, intercedit nemo. Verum 
cum de eo controvertitur, ex re ipſa de- 
ſumtis argumentis cauſa expendenda venit; 
nec, ſt verum eſt ſola de veritate laborari, fu- 
tilibus his, quæ de antiquitus rite conſtitutis, 


quæ de novis ad invidiam conflandam proferun- 


tur, ullus erit locus; nec iis, cum in confeſſo 


fir, nec novum, nec antiquum veri normam 
eſſe, uti ullus poterit, niſi forte, qui non ar- 


gumentis, ſed ſuo judicio de novarum opinio- 
num pernicie ſtandum arbitretur; quod nemo 
faciet profecto, niſi qui ſimul intolerabilem in 
ſcientias tyraunidem, quam nemo ferat probus, 
arrogantiſſime ſibi vindicet. 0 01 


Quæ dum loquor, vereor, ne quis veſtrum 


tacitus ſecum cogitet; Quorſum hæc omnia? 
Eſtne ullus mortalium, qui hæc ignoret, aut 
qui aliter cenſeat? Verum ex eo, ſi quis ſit, 
liceat & mihi viciſſim quærere, quis eſt, qui 


hec novit? Si enim quid vere homines ſenti- 


ant, non tam ex verbis conjectandum eſt, 


quam ex actionibus, vel duo, vel nemo eſt. 


qui hæc, tritiſſima licet, norit. Secus enim 
fieri qui poſſit, ut vaniſſima ad ravim uſque 
hæc repeterentur aſſidue? Nimirum & hac in 


comicum ſervulus nequam, 


re obtinet, quod de ſapientum præceptis apud 
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5 En ego pridem comicos ad iſtum modum 
aA 


pienter ditta dicere, atque 1s plaudier, 
Cum illos ſapientis mores monſirabant poplo ; 
Sed cum inde ſuam quiſque ibant 'drverſs do- 


Nullur erat illo pacto, ut illi juſſeraut. 


Affectibus ſcilicet tranſverſum rapitur humanum 


genus, non ratione ducitur. Ubi oriuntur diſ- 
ſenſiones, ſimul oriuntur odia, turpiter quidem, 
& contra omne jus & fas, ſed oriuntur tamen. 
Oritur ſtulta cupiditas non demonſtrandi ve- 
rum, fed quibuſlibet modis victoriam ab adver- 


| fario reportandi ; vel fi hoc forte non ita fa- 


cile fit, ſe eam reportaſſe vulgo perſuadendi. 
Quz equidem inſipientia præcipue locum habet 
in iis, qui docent; & quorum exiſtimatio a 
diſcentium aut multitudine, aut pervicacia pen- 
dere imprudentibus videtur. Hos autem allicit 
ab una parte recepta & antiquitus ſtabilita opi- 


nio. Nam rerum rudes' creduli ſunt maxime, 
& auctoritate promtiſſime moventur. Ab al- 


rexa parte tyronibus eo præceptor videtur ſæ- 
penumero aut ingenioſior, aut ſcientior, quo 
clamoſius jactitat, ſe illum eſſe, qui latentem 


in Democriti puteo per tot ſecula veritatem 


tandem aliquando in apertam protraxerit lu- 
cem. Ita hic ex novitate, ille ex vetuſtate ſibi 

famam querit, licet uterque veritatem prætex- 
at; ut homines aliud in ore, aliud in pectore 

habere ſolent. Verum eſto. Sit hæc cauſa, 
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cur ii, quorum mens vel odio vel ambitione 
excæcata eſt, ad hæc nugalia licet recurrant 
identidem, nondum tamen ſatis apparet, hæc 
cur faciant cum ſucceſſu. Quæ ſpes illos tene- 

re poteſt; ſe his antiqui novive ineptiis ulli per- 
ſuaſuros, ut huic . ane, potius aceedat, quam 
illi. Nonne juſtiſſimus metus eſt, ne ſe ludi- 
brio exponant omnibus, qui extra partes ſunt: 
ut profecto faciunt iis, qui æqua lance rem u- 
trinque ponderant, & nec abſque riſu & humas 
næ dementiæ ſimul & admiratione & indigna- 
tione hujus ſe comœdiæ ſpectatores exhibear ? 
Sed pauci hi ſunt, nec ullo habentar in nume- 
xo. Longe maxima pars hominum & ipſa in 

partes abit, inprimis ſi id, de quo diſceptatio 
eſt, ſua vel tantillulum intereſſe exiſtimer. E- 
tenim ſi contentio ſit de re, in qua horum 
vel illorum ſententia evidenter experientia con- 
firmari poteſt, vel ex qua ad uſum vitæ in re 
præſenti fructus capiantur ampliſſimi, apage 
_ 1 nugas | lis deciſa eſt, nec vel hilum ju- 
z vabit antiquitatis vel diſertiſſime deplorata auc- 
ö toritas. Sin vero circa ea verſemur, quæ ra- 
| tione ſola dijudicari debent, hic ille campus 
eſt, in quo puerilibus his armis decerterut quam 


| acerrime. Longe enim plurimi laborem cauſa 
| momentum exacte perpendendi ſuſcipere de- 
trectant, quod ſi vel maxime velint, ratiocisii 
z ſæpenumero ſubtilitatem non aſſequuntur. Neſs | 
cio enim qui fiat, ut, lieet hominis nihil magis 
proprium fir quam ratiocinari, omnes quidem 
ratiocinentur, ſed pauciſſimi fecte; quod mi- 
b nus mirum videbitur, ſi quis cogitet, quam na- 
oer, I. Z turale 


\ 
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turale ſit homini loqui, & quam pauci loquan. 
tur eleganrer. Quare plurimi ut externis, & 
quæ ad cauſam proprie non ſpectant, argumen- 
tis in partes tranſeant neceſſum eſt, & eo qui- 


dem tranſeant pugnacius, quo placidæ ſedatæ- 
que rationi plus prevalent ignorantiæ & af. 


fectuum hinc inde emanantium veſani, & pro 
ter veſaniam violenti, impetus. Audiant illi, 
qui & cauſæ & argumentorum, quibus nititur, 
ignari, quempiam non indiſerte conquerentem 
de novatoribus, qui receptam per tot ſecula 
veritatem in controverſiam vocent, facile 
ſibi perſuadere patiuntur, peſſime facere eos, 
qui id, quod veritatem vocari intelligunt, de 
poſſeſſione antiqua dejicere moliantur. Ex al- 


tera parte audiant alium opinionum libertatem 
ſummopere deprædicantem, ſapuiſſe quidem ve- 


teres, nec nobis tamen ademptam omnem pro- 


ficiendi occaſionem, veritatem temporis eſſe 
filiam, & quæ in hunc ſenſum dici queunt plu- 


rima; facillime & his capiuntur, & nullo cauſæ 
percepto momento, fed tralatitiis kis, que 
æque pro vero ac pro falſo militant, 


Scinditur imcertum ſtudia in contraria vul- 


g. 


Sed quid vulgus dico, quod quamquam negli- 


gere non amant, qui quovis modo victoriam 
quærunt, non tamen in eo primariam ſpem 
reponunt? Eos potiſſimum ſpectant, qui in 
honore & magiſtratu ſunt, in quorum manu, 


ſi non victoria, præmia certe victoriæ poſita 


| ſunt, 


r 
Fray 


ſunt, que victoriæ imo veritati longiſſime præ- 
ferri ſolent. Apud hos autem plurimum pollet 
novitatis hxc inſimulatio. Hi ſiquidem in re- 
bus agendis occupati, iſtiuſmodi lites, quæ in 
ſola veri contemplatione conſiſtunt, nec in vi- 
ta utilitatem præſentem afferunt, tanquam um- 


| braticorum hominum infomnia perſpicere de- 

dignantur. Nec vacat, nec ſi vacaret maxime, 

b lubet verum a falſo, quod ſine magno ſtudio 

fieri non poteſt, ſecernere. Hoc ipſis inhæret 

medullitus, hoc fixum & ratum eſt, omnes | 
. mutationes periculoſas eſſe. Quare ut ſuſpicax 
: & omnia tuta timens in 11s, , quæ amamus im- if 
” | penſius, eſt hominum ingenium, nolunt vel mi- f 
nimum turbari rerum ſtatum, quo ſcilicet arbi- | 
J trantur contineri ſuum; ideoque faciles præbent | 1 
I aures iis, qui etiam, ubi nihil periculi eſt, ex | 
novis opinionibus, neſcio que. ſubdole omi- 1 
4 nantur mala. Quo tamen ipſo litem non ſo- | 4 
” Þ piunt, ſed imprudentes alunt; non extinguunr, { 
C Þ fed æternam faciunt. Etenim, fi exempla ſimi- 
* lium contentionum attendamus, videbimus, il- | 

| hs, quibus improvide ſe rerum immiſcuerine 


. | domini, magis magiſque exacerbatas, nec ſo- 
| piras, nifi oppreſſa parte altera magno ſæpenu- 
mero cum damno reipublicæ; quas vero ad ſe 


non pertinere magiſtratuum cenfuit prudentia, i 
” acribus quidem exarſiſſe initiis, fed incurioſo | L 
* fine ſponte ſua, vel rixarum non ſine labore & 1 
2 | abſque emolumento exercitarum tædio fi non ft 
4 compoſitas, ad ſilentium certe redactas. Ne- 1 
2 || que enim exiſtiment magiſtratus, ſe ſuis edictis | 
I animis & opinionibus civium imperare poſſe. 
3 5 b 2 : Quaſi 1 
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Quaſi vero ut in reip. regimine multa fiunt 
arbitrarie (quanquam hæc ipſa ea meliori loco 


conſtituta eſt, quo major in legibus, minor in 


magiſtratuum arbitrio vis ac poteſtas eſt) iti- 
dem ſeſe res haberet in ſcientiis. Quæ vera 


ſunt, ſive velint, ſive nolint, qui rerum poti- 


untur, erunt vera; nec ab horum ſive favore, 
ſive odio dependent ſcientiæ. Profecto quam 
in id genus dirimendis litibus parum valeat 
magiſtratuum auctoritas, luculenter common- 
ſtrari poteſt exemplo eorum, qui controverſia- 
rum ſupremum licet in terris agnoſcant judicem, 
juxta tamen cum cæteris ſuarum litium nullum 


exitum reperiunt. Ut plura non adducam, nu- 


peram obiter inſpiciamus contentionem inter 
eos, qui ſeſe Servatoris noſtri ſocios ſatis arro- 
ganter, & qui modeſtius ſe Auguſtini vel Jan- 
ſenii diſcipulos jactitant. Horum damnata ſunt 
dogmata Ze damnata ab eo, quem utraque pars 
judicem, & falli quidem nelcium, agnoſcebar, 
Compoſitane lis eſt? Nihil minus. Fuitne, 
qui ob latam ſententiam opinionem mutarit? 
Nemo, niſi forte, qui non tam verum, quam 
ſua commoda, quam fortunam reſpiceret fa- 


ventem. Quam in omnes formas ſe vertunt Þ 


damnati, tuentur ſe verborum ambiguitatibus, 
excitant novas de judicis errore circa facta lites, 
omniaque moliuntur, quo ſalva externa quapi- 
am obſequii & reverentiæ ſpecie, vel ipſius ju- 
dicis potius elevent auctoritatem, quam ut latæ 


ab co ſententiæ acquieſcant ? Quod ipſum fre- 


quenti rerum uſu edocti illi, qui ſibi hoc juris 
in veritatem aſcribunt, quam tarde, quam cir- 
LEA | cumſpecte 
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wen, werf, utplurimum (nemo enim eſt, qui 
omnibus horis ſapit) quam timide eo utantur, 


vel hoc docet, quod de iunumerabilibus, qui- 
bus in contrarias partes monachorum acerbiſ- 
ſime diſtrahuntur ordines, controverſiis nullam 
definiant, ſed liberam cuique diſſenſionem per- 
mittant, modo ſuum utrinque judicium ag- 
noſcant, quod equidem, cum nunquam pronun- 
ciaturi ſint, facile poſſunt. Abſque qua pru- 
dentia ſi forent, næ immenſum illud auctorita- 
tis idolum in infinitas partes diſcerptum conci- 
diſſet jamdudum. Quz ſi ita eveniant in eo 


judice, qui falli circa res ſui judicii, ut perhi- 


bent, non poteſt; quid expectandum erit, ſi 
quæ ſcientiarum ſunt, amore vel odio proſequi 
velit ille magiſtratus, qui ſibi meritiſſimo in 


icientias nihil juris arrogat? Qui fi nihilomi- 


nus ejuſmodi ſe controverſiis implicuerit, id 
primum conſequetur, ut quæ ſingulorum aur 
paucorum erant diſſidia, fiant poſtmodum fac- 


tionum. Nam cum magno in hominum grege 


in omnes præmia pœnæve, indices magiſtra- 


tuum favoris aut odii, diſtribui nequeant, ne- 


ceſſum eſt, exſurgere factionum eapita, quorum 


intereſt quam maxime, diuturnam facere diſ- 


cordiam, eamque exercere quam acerbiſſime: 


hi, a quorum parte ſtant præmia, ut majora 
adipiſcantur; illi, qui in odio ſunt, ut ſuorum 


favore, aliorum commiſeratione, & inde orta 


exiſtimatione, damnum ſolentur ſuum. Ete- 
nim, quibus opinio ſua fraudi eſt, ſi ſervilis ſint 
ingenii, non mutabunt quidem illam, ſed mu- 
taſſe ſe ſimulabunt. Sin generoſioris animi, 
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/ pan ex ea mali eſt, in laude ſibi ponent, 


& eo acrius inſtigabuntur, ut ſententiam ſuam 
tueantur, ne ſimul cum malo ſuorum ſequacium 
ſibi accerſant opprobrium. Quod ſi prudenter 


magiſtratus exiſtimaverunt, ſui fori non eſſe, 


quæ in ſcientiis docentur; primo impedient, 
ne res tam facile abeat in partes; dein, ſi forte 
illæ jam conſtitutæ fuerint, ſi, ut parentem 
decet erga liberos, ambas uno ordine habeant, 
nimiam tam horum, quam illorum ferociam 
compeſcant, næ brevi efficient, ut vel ferven- 
tiſſimæ lites magna animi moderatione tracten- 
tur, & vel ceſſent penitus, vel ita exerceantur, 


ut id ipſum interſit Reip. interſit veritatis. 
Quam ad rem nunquam ſat magnis laudibus ex- 


tolli poterit promulgatum ante paucos annos 
Illuſtriſſimorum Hollandiæ Procerum decretum, 
quod ut ſeutentiarum admittit libertatem in iis, 
quæ in controverſia funt, ita acerbitati tollit, 


moderationi præmia ponit quam juſtiſſime. 
Quod ſi ubique obtineat, {i huic prudentiſſimo 
decreto conſentientia facta appareant, nullus 


dubito, quin omnis animorum acrimonia, eva- 
neſcentibus factionum odiique præmiis, evani- 
tura fit brevi. Nemo quippe gratuito malus. 
Et profecto fruſtra eſt, ſi quis reputet, omnia 


ſi arceantur nova, nullas lites fore. Hoccine, 


quod ne ſæviſſimum ſimul & iniquiſſimum In- 
quiſitionis tribunal illis in locis potuit, in qui- 


bus viget maxime, poterunt moderatiora ma- 
giſtratuum edicta? Quod fi obtineri facillime 
poſſet, dubito admodum, an vel optari debe- 


ret. Certe non deberet ab iis, qui omnia nova 
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deteſtantur. Nulla enim foret inſolentior no- 
vitas, quam eruditorum in omnibus conſenſio, | 
que ut nunquam fuit, ita nunquam erit, auſi n | 1 
addere, nulla veritati, nulla academiis perni- A 
cioſior: veritati equidem, quia neceſſum fo- | 
ret, ut etiam male poſitis calculum addam, 
nec, quo nihil nocentius, an recte poſita ſint, 
dijudicem: academiis, quia ex diſſidiis major 
in illis juventutis fervor, major undequaque I 
concurſus; languent juyenilia ingenia, niſi diſ- | 
ceptationibus acuantur. Libertate diſcendi, do- | 
cendique ſublata, tolluntur fimul omnia. Immi- 1 
nuitur Academiz celebritas, perit ſtudioſorum | 
7 frequentia, fi quz in aliis locis docentur opinio- | 
nes, ex hac illave abſque ullo fructu, proſcriban- 
tur. Sed hæc magiſtratuum curatio eſt, non mea. 
Quare ad illud propero, quod meum eſt, 
& cujus gratia omnis hic de novis antiquiſve 4 
ſermo eſt habitus. Id enim mihi agendum 
eſt, quod hareo, novumne an antiquum di- 
” cere debeam. Si novum eſt, quod a mul- 
tis annis factum non fuit, quod nemo pro- 
feſſorum, dum in hac academia munus ſuum 
geſſit, vidit unquam; novum eſt ex hoc loco 
proclamare Philoſophiæ Doctorem. Sin vero 
ceremonias, quibus hæc ſacra peraguntur, con- 
ſideres, antiquum ſapit. Verum utinam no- 
bile, & quod maximè laudabile eſt, candidati 
noſtri in ſtudiis ſuis inſtitutum foret ſolenne; 
qui, poſtquam ad ſtudia animum adjecir, id 
{ibi credidit negotii dari, non ut novo, fed 
peſſimo, more, rudem quandam & impolitam 
animo informaret artium rationem & effigiem, 
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ſed ut intima earum, quibus ſe daret, penetra- 


lia introſpiceret, & recondita maxime ingenio 


ſuo faceret apertiſſima. Quapropter immenſo 


labore primum fibi paravit ſubſidia linguarum, 


quo facilius inoffenſo pede poſtmodum ipſas 
{cientias aggrederetur. Hunc in finem non 
Latinam ſolummodo, ſed quod hoc feculo o 

ido quam rarum & novum eſt, Græcam & 
* linguas ſeverius excoluit. De La- 
tina, qua ſæpius Londini in urbe celeberrima 
publice dixit, ſileo. Audiviſtis enim, quam 


eleganter, quam apte, quam ad perſuadendum 


accommodate ſapientiæ ſtudium laudaverit. Ve- 


rum tacitus prætermittere nullo modo poſſum 


eam noſtrum Græcis navaſſe operam, ut Græ- 
ce non modo intelligat, ſed hac eadem lin- 
gua publice perorare poſſit. Quibus inſuper 
adjunxit Hebræam, ratus abſque Græca He. 
hræaque mancam eſſe, & aliorum fide niti Sa- 


crarum Litterarum interpretationem. Quibus 
jaſtructus opibus, animum ad philoſophandum 


applicuit, allectus partim jucunditate, quæ ex 
occultarum rerum ſcrutinio emanat; partim uti- 


litate, quam hæc ſtudia & in vita, & in aliis 
diſciplinis præbent; partim denique, quod op- 


timam hanc rationem exiſtimat, & qua inge- 
nium excoleret, ſeque habilem redderet, quo in 


quibuſlibet etiam rebus verum a falſo & promp- 
tins & evidentius ſecerneret. Quo in ſtudio. 


cum non integrum biennium elaboraſſet (animad- 


vertite, quzſo, quid non poſſit animi perſpicacia 
ipcredibili cum diligenria oonjuncta) voluit ex- 


tar 


„ 2 K „ fond ON 


oo wo ww @a © e e 


e oa << wa tos re  _8 o > A tmnin PAY ads or 


Re TH ah 58 Set = 
n „ n = 
3 e _— —_ eng l 
IO = 8 i IT ERIN a= 3 A Cad 
# F BIDT 2 183 1 ow VEG 4 
3 ae! _ Pa” oh LEE 
"Ag STS HE ONS, 


o N TD 
tare publice ſuorum in his profectuum ſpecimina. 
Nec defuit ſucceſſus, etenim & in privato 
& publico, quod ſuſtinuit, examine, eo verſa- 


tus eſt ingenii acumine, eam oſtendit rerum na- 


turalium, divinarum, humanarumque notitiam, 
ut ipſi magno ſuo merito decreti ſint ſupremi in 
philoſophia honores rite, ſolenniter & more 


major um conferendi. 


Qu are quod felix fauſtumque fit tibi, tuiſ- 
que honorificum, ex auctoritate Ampliſſimi 
Senatus Academici ego te Johannem Gale 


Londinenſem Anglum L. A. M. & Philoſophiæ 


Doctorem creo, dico, renuncio: do tibi facul- 
tatem Cathedram hanc Doctoralem conſcen- 
dendi, & ex ea philoſophiam docendi: con- 
fero denique in te omnia privilegia, immu- 
nitates, quæ L. A. M. & Philoſophiæ Doc - 
toribus vel legibus vel moribus debentur. | 

Verum ut ſcias, vel potius tibi in memoriam 
ut revoces, quz ſciſti jam dudum, ad quid hic 
in te collatus honos te obſtringat, adſpice To- 


gam, qua indutus es: indicio tibi illa ſit, ad. 


ſcitum te eum in ordinem, quem toga non ſa- 
gum decet, ubi rationibus & argumentis, non 


vi ac ferro decernitur. Procul ergo ſint rixæ, 


procul odia, precul verborum contumeliæ, quæ 
minime ſapientem decent, quorum in locum 
ſuccedant ſollicita veri inveſtigatio, attentaque 
rerum meditatio. Quibus ut commodius veri- 
tatem invenias, en Librum, quem tibi apertum 
ante oculos pono, ut cogites nſhil novi, ſed 
quod a prima pueritia animo tuo infixum fuir, 
peminem eouſque ſcientiæ perveniſſe, quin ex 

Y ” aliorum 
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aliorum ſcriptis plurima in uſum ſuum colligere 
queat, adeoque eorum, qui nos præceſſerunt, 
labores diurna nocturnaque manu verſandos, 
non ut illis creduli habeamus fidem, ſed ut ex 
iis excerpamus, quidquid rationi congruet. 
Verum tamen ne his ita inhæreas totus, ac ſi 
quidquid eſt ſcientiæ in libris contineretur,⁴ en 
tibi eundem clauſum. Noſti etenim rerum | 
| 


3 r 


notitiam ex ipſa natura, ſed ratione ſubacta 
petendam; quare cum ratione experientiam 
conjungas, & ab his inſtructus tibi tuiſque co- 
gitationibus credas. Te conſulas, te exami- 
nes, intimos ingenii tui receſſus excutias, nec | 
dubites, quin hoc fi feceris, plana ad ſcient: 
am indies promovendam tibi futura ſint omnia. 
Annulo hoc aureo digitum tibi exorno, qui |Þ 
ut apud Romanos equeſtris dignitatis fuit in- 
figne, ita nobis teſtimonio erit, te ex inſcia 
imperitaque plebe ereptum in numerum illorum 
aggregari, quorum unica voluptas eſt, rerum 
naturam perſcrutari, Dei perfectionem, quan- 
tum humana ratio patitur, contemplari, vene- 
rari, denique non affectibus ſed rationi obſequi. 
Hic autem, ut ex auro conſtat puriſſimo metal- 
lo, quod vel ignis omnia depaſcentis vires e- 
ludit, ita oſtendit, ſcientiam ex pura & incor- 
rupta ratione conflatam, facile, quidquid eſt in 
errore violentiæ, repulſuram, imo quo ſeverius 
ad examen revocatur, eo ſuo nativo decore 
ſplendidius effulſuram. Dein Pileum huic capiti 
tuo impono. Quid ridetis, auditores? antiquita- 
temne hujus pilei, an formæ novitatem, an vero 
| rerum yolubilitatem, que efficit, ut yetuſtate 
| s; _ ipla 
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quod in eo merito rideatis. Eſt enim hic rei 
præclariſſimæ, & quæ eo præſtabilior, quo in- 
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frequentior, libertatis ſcilicet inſigne, Quod 


tamen non ita accipiatis, ac ſi novus hic noſter 
doctor antehac fuiſſet ſervus. Minime. In- 


genuus eſt, ex liberis & in honore poſitis paren- 
tibus, eaque in gente natus & eductus, quæ, 
ſi ulla, ſuas & leges & ſuam ſub legibus liberta- 


tem quam diligentiſſime tuetur. Verum quod 
velim hoc libertatis ſigno monere philoſophum 
znoſtrum, officium porro ſuum eſſe, ut non ali- 
” orum cogitatis ſerviat, ſed ſuis pareat; ut præ- 


ter Deum & rationem nullos magiſtros agnoſ- 
cat; ut nova cum antiquis, antiqua cum novis 


ita miſceat, ut faciendum hoc non aliorum 


auctoritas, non ulla novi antiquive vana ſpe- 
cies, ſed ſua ſibi ratio, eaque quam liberri- 
ma commonſtret. Hæc illa libertas eſt, ad 
quam te hortatur hic ornatus, hortatur tua 
generoſa indoles, hortatur denique laudatiſſimæ 
tuæ gentis libertas. His ex munificentia am- 
pliſſ. hujus reip. Coſſ. addo Aureum hoc Nu- 
miſma, quo condecorari voluerunt eos, in quos 


ſolenni hoc more academici conferantur ho- 


nores. Denique tibi Dextram porrigo in a- 


micitiæ ſignum, quam meretur eximia tua 
in rebus philoſophicis eruditio. Tuum erit, 
qui jam a me in philoſophorum ordinem co- 


optatus es, hanc colere cum iis, qui eadem 
tecum ſtudia colunt; nullis opinionum diſſen- 


ſionibus animorum conjunctionem tollere. 


Certus ſis veri non rixoſis contentionibus, 


ſed 
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{ed tranquilla pacataque ratione gaudere ſci- 


entiam, hac inveſtigari & oportere & unice 


poſſe veritatem; quam illuſtrare, ejuſque cog. 
nitione commoda humani generis promovere, 
tuus, noſter, omnium, unicus debet eſſe ſco- 


pus. | 
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